Greetings everyone!
We’re at the start of a new bar season. As summer winds down, the kids start going back
to school, and we turn our attention to football and apple cider. Fall is my favorite season. I love
the crisper air and autumn leaves. With the new season comes a lot of new activities at the
Washtenaw County Bar Association and changes in Washtenaw County’s courts.
The WCBA is moving forward with in-person events that have been on hold. For the first
time in three years, we held the WCBA Golf Scramble. We had eleven competitive teams at Lake
Forest Golf Club. It was a great time!
The first-place team was the Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick, P.C. team with Curtiss Flexter,
Matthew Rettig, Chris Wallaker and Clyde Woods. Grace Kent hit the women’s longest drive and
the Hon. David Swartz hit the longest drive for the men. Closest to the pin awards went to Marsha
Kraycir for the women and Joe Phillips for the men. For the record, I personally made par on the
first hole. I then lightly contributed before falling apart around hole 10. A big thank you to Eddie
Drukis for organizing the scramble.
The WCBA plans to hold an in-person Bias Awareness Strolling Reception this October.
The reception highlights some of the most important issues that we face in society and the
courtroom: racism and unconscious biases. As lawyers we have a duty to work for change on the
issues.
This reception is another event that has not been in-person since the pandemic started.
It was held by zoom last year and we’re looking forward to a great time this year, so please mark
your calendars for October 22, 2022, at Weber’s.
With fall coming we have the election season getting into gear. It feels like Washtenaw
County has an election every voting cycle. Circuit Court Judge Archie Brown has retired after 25
years of service. On August 4th, a beautiful retirement ceremony was held at Barton Hills Country
Club, where Judge Brown’s many contributions to the bench were recognized. An election to fill
his seat will be decided in November.
The 14A District Court election has been whittled down to two candidates after the
primary in August. The WCBA will be co-hosting Judicial Forums with League of Women Voters
of Washtenaw County and the Dispute Resolution Center that will be broadcast on YouTube for
anyone to watch. The last such forum gained over 2,000 viewers and had positive reviews. This
event is a great way to stay informed on the local elections for November.
Summer vacations may be over but there is a lot to look forward to in the upcoming months. I
will be hosting a President’s Speakeasy sometime soon! Stay tuned to our bar messages for
details. Hope to see a lot of colleagues out there!

