
I’m sad to say that this is my last President’s Message. I have no idea if this has been the longest 

or shortest year of my life.  That’s still up in the air. And while none of us have had many experiences 

outside of our homes in the past year (at least experiences with people outside of our immediate 

households), I think we did learn some things since March 2020:  

1. Pants actually are optional at times.  

2. Showers are not optional.  

3. How to correctly light a small area in our home to make it suitable as a recording video.  

4. Keeping that small area clean doesn’t mean the rest of the room has to be.  

5. How to judge 6 feet of distance by eye.  

6. How to make sourdough at home (I did not learn this).  

7. That grocery store workers, truckers, delivery people, and dozens of other often overlooked 

jobs are the backbone of our society.  

8. We all knew teachers were underpaid, but they’re really underpaid.  

9. Way too much about the black market for tigers.  

10. We all have too many clothes but not enough comfortable pants.  

As you’re well aware, we haven’t had any in-person Bar events since our Trivia Night on March 

5, 2020.  While I appreciate that I haven’t had to make any in-person speeches to a room full of my 

peers, it doesn’t make up for not seeing our members face-to-face.  In the context of how much we’ve 

all sacrificed this year, Bar events are near the bottom of the list of the things we’ve missed out on.  But 

that doesn’t mean they haven’t been missed.  

I didn’t get to plan a Speakeasy this year, but we are going to do a Walkeasy in May. Instead of 

sitting around a bar table catching up with fellow members, we’re going to catch up while walking 

through Nichols Arboretum in the spring weather. There’s a rumor that there may be a small impromptu 

gathering at the nearby outdoor bar after the walk. Watch your inboxes for specifics! 

As my term comes to an end, I’m reflecting on the state of our Bar Association, and where things 

will be going next year.  I’d like first and foremost thank Kyeena Slater, our Executive Director, for 

keeping things together during this past year. Kyeena has been the Bar’s sole employee since last July.   

Her ability to keep our organization functioning on her own was single-handedly the biggest reason we 

were able to balance our budget this last fiscal year. Thankfully, Kyeena will be hiring someone to work 

in the office on at least a part time basis.  They’re probably already hired by the time you’re reading this. 

I’d also like to thank Teresa Killeen, our Res Ipsa Loquitur Editor, for allowing me to set an unbreakable 

record for “Most Days the President’s Message Has Been Overdue” during a single term. Why Teresa 

puts up with us, I’m still not sure, but I can’t thank her enough for how much time she volunteers to 

make this magazine a professional and informative publication for our members. 

President-Elect, S. Joy Gaines, will be taking over the reins on July 1st when our fiscal year ends. I 

know Joy will do an excellent job - I’ve seen her do it for the past few years. Joy has been a leader in 

getting us through this past year, and I know she’ll continue to do so in her role as President.  I look 

forward to supporting her in her Presidency. 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve the WCBA.  It truly has been a great experience and 

I’m not going away anytime soon. I look forward to seeing everyone in person as soon as we can get 

together without being scared of accidentally killing each other. See you at the Arb! 


