
President’s Message 
 

Well, it’s here: my final message.  The last chance I have to address the membership of the 
Washtenaw County Bar Association as your President.  I cannot begin to express how much of an 
honor it has been to lead such an esteemed and valued organization.  I am truly humbled.   
 
I recall fondly my first few days of practice in Ann Arbor back in 2007 after spending my first year 
post-bar admission in Oakland County.  I was so excited to have the opportunity to advance my 
career in my beloved college town and had wanted to establish firm roots in this legal community 
from the very beginning.  I attended as many events of the WCBA as I could that first year and 
was honored to be elected as co-chair of the New Lawyers Section, with Bonnie Shaw, to further 
my service.  Ever since, it has been a pleasure serving on the Board of Directors in a multitude of 
capacities, culminating in the presidency this past year.  I have had numerous opportunities to 
serve the bar and the public through the WCBA, and I have honed my leadership skills accordingly 
(which has translated terrifically to my own practice).  
 
This year has been a journey, to state the obvious.  I can honestly say it was not anticipated at all 
by the Board of Directors that severe action to temporarily throttle down services was on the 
horizon when we had our planning retreat last June.  Alas, circumstances certainly evolved!  I 
think we will make it through stronger as an organization and as professionals when this crisis is 
all said and done. 
 
I can assure you the cascade of decisions by the Board of Directors to first cancel section and 
committee meetings, then to merge the events of the Annual Award Dinner and Election with 
the Bench-Bar Conference, conduct the business of the annual meeting via a mobile 
communication format, and finally postpone the Bench-Bar Conference to a later date in 2020 
were not made lightly.  But in these extraordinary times, special decisions must follow.  The Board 
of Directors carefully deliberated and ultimately made the conclusions unanimously in the 
interest of safety and good public health.  We are confident the decisions were right, and we look 
forward to an enlightening Annual Award/Bench-Bar Conference in the late summer. 
 
I would like to thank the WCBA Board of Directors for the past year of outstanding service to the 
bar and to the public: Paul Fessler, Joy Gaines, Sam Bernstein, Jen Lawrence, Elizabeth Jolliffe, 
Kate Sharkey, Mag. Tammy Garwood, Kristin Davis, Noah Hurwitz, Stephanie Garris, Fawn 
Armstrong, Alex Hermanowski, Scott Munzel, Shalini Nangia, Jinan Hamood, Kym London, and 
Sarah Meinhart.  Everyone involved worked tirelessly this year to provide the best experience 
possible under the circumstances for the membership, and I couldn’t be prouder to have served 
alongside them.  The entire Board of Directors answered the call during a difficult time, and their 
candor and counsel made my presidency much easier, especially when faced with the challenging 
decisions the COVID-19 outbreak has caused.   
 
These past few weeks have been an education for me on crisis management qualities.  It has 
been inspiring to see so many in our local legal community use the tools they have sharpened 



from many years of professional service be the first in line to offer assistance and advice 
throughout this challenging time.   
 
In closing, thank you all so much for all that you do for the WCBA.  It has been the honor of a 
lifetime to serve as your WCBA President. Paul Fessler will assume the duties of WCBA President 
on July 1, 2020.  I look forward to the ideas and vision he will bring to the position.  Finally, a 
special thanks to Kyeena Slater (our terrific Executive Director) and Kelley Lindquist for being 
tremendous assets to the WCBA.  We would not be half the organization we are without them. 
 
I will definitely see you around Washtenaw County! 
 
 
 
 
 


