
President’s Message 
 

You may recall from my President’s Message in the July/August 2019 edition of Res Ipsa Loquitur 
that the primary goal during my term is to remind all members of the advantages and 
opportunities offered by the Washtenaw County Bar Association (“WCBA”), particularly for those 
who seek a deeper involvement in our organization.  In my opinion, section participation serves 
as the chief driver of WCBA progress.  
 
If you are skeptical, just take a look at the six-prong mission statement of the WCBA as set forth 
on washbar.org: 
 

 To insist upon the highest standards of civility and ethical integrity of all participants in 
the legal process; 

 To improve public understanding of the legal system, the substantive law, and the role of 
lawyers; 

 To pursue diversity and foster a sense of community among Association members; 

 To advance professional development and excellence through educational programs and 
services for its members; 

 To promote affordable access to the justice system through traditional and non-
traditional means; and 

 To work with the bench to improve the effectiveness and fairness of the legal system. 
 

WCBA sections provide an outlet for all members to meet this mission statement on a 
substantive, practice-specific level.  To wit, WCBA sections provide educational resources during 
business meetings and continuing legal education (“CLE”) programs; publication possibilities; 
leadership opportunities; and networking environments. 
 
Of course, the first thing that likely comes to every member’s mind when thinking of section 
participation is the business meetings and CLE events.  Each section makes a concerted, 
dedicated effort to offer stirring programming designed to update members on timely 
substantive, ethical, and judicial issues.  For example, the Trial Practice Section met on November 
21, 2019 to discuss the recent changes to the court rules that took effect at the start of 2020.  
This meeting provided a terrific opportunity for attendees to have pressing questions answered 
on the impact of the rules on practitioners before the implementation date.  Additionally, the 
Estate Planning, Probate & Trust Law Section met on December 10, 2019, where Alethia Battles 
explained the impact of a Michigan statute regarding extraordinary medical procedures and 
implications for probate attorneys, healthcare providers, and guardians. 
 
Another advantage of section participation is the opportunity for publication in Res Ipsa Loquitur.  
Specifically, each section is permitted at least one substantive article for publication each bar 
year (July through June).  Writing an article is a tremendous outlet for any section member who 
wants to submit an explanation of a pressing or esoteric legal issue, thereby promoting one’s 
own practice while simultaneously educating the readership. 



 
An unsung benefit of section involvement is the ability of members to enter WCBA leadership 
positions.  These positions not only provide a degree of notoriety, but also the opportunity to 
hone speaking, writing, and project-management.  I don’t say this lightly, as the New Lawyers 
Section was my own stepping stone to greater involvement with the WCBA.  I leveraged my two-
year term in the New Lawyers Section to positions leading the Judiciary Committee and as 
Community Liaison, culminating in my eventual turn on the WCBA Executive Committee and 
Presidency.  Crucially, the proficiencies I acquired as a chair of the New Lawyers Section enhanced 
my own practice, as I became increasingly adept at steering meetings and offering advice that 
could be received and understood by a broad audience. 
 
Finally, section participants will always have ample windows for key networking.  Unlike general 
WCBA meetings, sections promote practice-specific engagements.  Thus, attendees can 
collaborate with individuals of common interests and perhaps meet with key point persons in 
fields of interest. 
 
As a reminder, our wonderful sections (and their current co-chairs) are: 
 

 ADR: Edmund Sikorski, Jr. and Hon. Betty Widgeon (ret.) 

 Bankruptcy Law: Jeffery Sattler and Gregory Dodd 

 Business & Tax Law: Andrew Bossory, Daniel C. Cramer, and Sarah Wixson 

 Criminal Law: Erika Julien and Susan Longsworth 

 Estate Planning, Probate & Trust Law: Mara Kent and Richard Mills 

 Family Law: Parisa Ghazaeri and Stefanie Meisel 

 Federal Practice: Trent Collier and Jonathan Koch 

 Immigration Law: Heather Garvock and Marva De Armas 

 Intellectual Property Law: Thomas Heed and L.G. Almeda 

 LGBTQ Rights: Charlotte Croson and Francyne Stacey 

 Labor and Employment: Frances Hollander and Angelina Irvine 

 Marijuana Law: Benjamin Joffe and John Reiser 

 New Lawyers: Stephanie Garris and Fawn Armstrong 

 Real Estate: Randy Barker and Muneer Issa 

 Solo and Small Firm: Eric Sloat and Michael Shelton 

 Trial Practice: Alison Carruthers and Paul Stewart 
 
Feel free to reach out to me, or the current co-chairs, for more information on upcoming section 
events and involvement opportunities! 
 

Mark 
Mark W. Jane 

jane@butzel.com 
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