
President’s Message 
 

It’s that time of year . . .  again.  After several great events the past few months brought to you 
by the Washtenaw County Bar Association (starting with the annual tailgate to the outstanding 
Bias Awareness reception – which just completed its 28th year!), the bar year turns to winter.  
Yes, that time of year when the air is crisp, daylight wanes, snow is forthcoming, and salt trucks 
are ready.  Winter in Michigan comes back around every year like a record player, and every year 
we brace for the weather that comes with it.  
 
Fortunately, the bustle of the holiday season in and around the Washtenaw County professional 
community always seems to lessen the impact of the cold reality of our southeast Michigan 
climate.  From decorated work spaces to annual office parties, the last month of the year always 
seems to bring out the best in our locale.  To top it all off, my favorite WCBA event always seems 
to jump-start the festivities:  the annual holiday wine tasting!   
 
Well into its second decade of offering seasonal merriment, the wine tasting takes place this year 
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 4, 2019, at Paesano Restaurant (3411 Washtenaw Avenue 
in Ann Arbor).  As in the past, wonderful hors d’oeuvres will be on the menu, along with a plethora 
of Italian vintages and sparkling waters for all to try.  This one-of-a-kind event for the WCBA 
provides the perfect opportunity to connect with friends, eat great food, sample unique varietals, 
and prepare members for all the events to come in the county through New Year’s Day.  I will, of 
course, be there as I never miss the opportunity to say a warm – pardon the pun - hello to 
colleagues at the start of the winter season (the event will also hold special sentimental value to 
me this year, as it will mark the 10th anniversary of the event where I met my spouse).  Be sure 
and stop by and say hello with us all! 
 
The annual holiday wine-tasting is also the kickoff event for the WCBA holiday fundraising drive.  
Every year, the WCBA Board of Directors selects a terrific local non-profit to serve as a focal point 
opportunity for our members’ always-gracious charitable spirit.  Recipient charities in the past 
have included, to name a few, 826 Michigan, Local Circles, Cancer Support Community of Ann 
Arbor, and the Corner Health Center.  If you cannot make the annual holiday wine-tasting 
(remember, it’s our most popular event, so tickets go fast!), feel free to stop by the WCBA office 
and drop off a donation if the giving spirit presents itself. 
 
Finally, while off-topic, I would like to make a special point to express sincere thanks before I 
close this message for all the hard work that went into this year’s Constitution Day on September 
17, 2019.  Once again, Lori Buiteweg did an outstanding job coordinating the festivities, 
organizing numerous seminars throughout the Ann Arbor Public School District.  In addition, Lori 
received tremendous assistance with coordinating day-of logistics and drafting the 
presentations/fact-patterns from Delphia Simpson, K. Orlando Simón, Arianne Slay, Amy Reiser, 
John Reiser, Gordon Kangas, Miriam Saffo, and Aaron Weins.  Thank you all so much for all your 
efforts in spreading the word of the rule of law to the next generation. 
 
Season’s greetings and best wishes for a tremendous new year! 


