
President’s Message 
 
Greetings fellow members of the Washtenaw County Bar Association! 
 
It is such an honor to be writing to you as the President of this amazing organization.  I intend my 
stewardship as President of the WCBA to follow the fine examples all of the past presidents have 
set for me, including those of Elizabeth Jolliffe (from whom I am taking the gavel this year).  I 
want to expressly thank her for all she has done – not just for all of her hard work with the WCBA, 
but also for all the advice she has given me as a mentor and as a friend.  I cannot wait to continue 
the terrific programs she spearheaded this past year –not to mention team-up again as two-time 
defending champions at the 2020 Annual Trivia Night! 
 
This organization means different things to our different members, which is a natural result of all 
that we do.  To some, it is a great outlet for substantive programming.  To others, it provides 
volunteer opportunities to give back to this Washtenaw County community that we love.  To 
others, it provides a terrific opportunity to collaborate and communicate with our tremendous 
bench.  To me, it’s all those things, and a little more. 
 
I went to law school in Chicago and decided to come back to Michigan to start my career as an 
attorney in another county.   In hindsight, I wish I would have joined a bar association when I first 
started practicing.  Instead, the only interactions I had with other attorneys was when I would 
talk to my colleagues or go to court (yes, I litigated some when I first started practice, believe it 
or not).  But I felt like something was missing from my career, because I really did not know 
anyone (outside of the occasional, brief courthouse or office discussion). 
 
When I had the opportunity later in my career to move to Ann Arbor to work at Butzel Long, my 
brother Matthew Jane told me the best thing I could do was join the WCBA, because it offers a 
wonderful opportunity for networking and establishing a practice in the region.  He was 
absolutely right, and not simply because this organization is everything he told me it would be.  
No, he was right because, of most importance to me, it is a wonderful place for all of us 
Washtenaw County attorneys to get to know each other.  I think it makes the practice of law a 
little bit easier knowing that we all have each other to talk to, to gain additional knowledge from 
and perspective on each other, and commiserate about the things we all go through. 
 
In fact, and I don’t want to suggest that there should be any sort of expectation of this from 
WCBA involvement, but I met my wife Heather Garvock at the 2009 Wine Tasting.  We talked a 
lot that night about being newer attorneys, and just haven’t really stopped talking about it ever 
since (minus the “newer” part). 
 
I think everyone has their own unique reason for joining the WCBA – I sure did.  It is my goal this 
coming bar year to remind everyone that we are here to fulfill that reason you joined the bar.  
Whether that is inviting a client to the annual golf outing as a means to develop a professional 
business relationship, tapping into your competitive spirit at trivia night, or attending a seminar 
in order to discuss a hot legal topic of the day, everyone has a reason they joined the WCBA.  I 
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am here to listen to your concerns, questions, and requests in order to make your experience 
with the WCBA the best it can be.  Not only do I hope that you end the year with that renewed 
perspective, but that you also discover there is so much more that we offer.  Together, we can 
all make the bar experience as unique as Washtenaw County. 
 
 

Mark 
Mark W. Jane 

jane@butzel.com 
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