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Consistent with our tradition of
giving, members had the opportu-
nity to pledge support to a charity
of their choice. The highest bid-
der, Goethel Engelhardt, PLLC,
secured the Philanthropy Trophy
with a generous pledge to the
Michigan Foundation for Judicial
Refugees.

The event raised more than
$11,500 for a variety of worthy
charities, reflecting our shared
commitment to giving back and
strengthening our community.

Additional photos are available at
www.washbar.org in our photo
gallery.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings fellow WCBA colleagues and
friends,

Welcome to 2026! | hope everyone enjoyed
(survived?) the holiday season. As | write the
message for this edition, | am watching the De-
troit Lions take on the Minnesota Vikings —
hoping we can keep our play-off hopes alive'
— and traveling to my second Christmas cele-
bration of the day.

The WCBA kicked off the holiday season
early this year with a festive Pre-Holiday Mixer
at the Ann Arbor City Club. We had 65 attendees with
many familiar colleagues and some new faces. The
food and the company were great, and we received
positive feedback on the new venue. Thank you to all
of you who attended and contributed to our selected
charity for the event, the Michigan Immigrant Rights
Center, and to Judge Van den Bergh’s Food & Hygiene
Pantry. Our members’ generosity is always inspiring.

All of the festivities of the season will certainly require
some stringent New Year’s resolutions as we head into
January. As a New Year’s resolution, please consider
adding your name to the WCBA Lawyer Referral and
Information Service (LRIS). Joining LRIS can be a win-
win for you and the community. LRIS panel member-
ship runs from January 15t through December 31t. The
need for legal services is greater than ever in Washte-
naw County and LRIS can connect you with individuals
looking for attorneys who can then be part of your on-
going referrals. LRIS is an especially great opportunity
for new lawyers, who are building their practices, or as-
sociates at larger firms who are looking for face-to-face
contact with clients.

The WCBA knows how to chase away winter blues
with fun events! Our annual Trivia Night took place on
Wednesday, February 11th at the Zal Gaz Grotto, and
it was another sell-out success. Teams enjoyed a deli-
cious taco bar and lively, friendly competition—proving
once again that this event never disappoints! You can
view photos of the event by visiting our photo gallery
on our website at www.washbar.org.

! By the time this edition is published we already know that the Lions did not
make the playoffs and will keep fans waiting (at least) one more year for hopes
of a Super Bowl.

Shalini
Nangia

For those looking for some physical activity,
join us at Wolverine Pickleball on Wednesday,
March 11% for our 3 annual Pickleball Night.
No worries if you’ve never played before be-
cause Wolverine staff will be there to offer a
quick lesson. All skill levels are welcome.

In closing, congratulations to Judge Karen
Quinlan Valvo who, after ten years on the
bench, retired from the District Court in De-
cember. Prior to being appointed as a judge,
Judge Valvo had a busy practice at Fink &
Valvo, PLLC and served on several boards and com-
mittees in the community, including the WCBA. She
was one of the first opposing counsels | encountered
when | started practicing in Washtenaw County and |
appreciated her ability to advocate for her client while
remaining collegial. We wish Judge Valvo well in her
next chapter and welcome Judge Tamara Garwood,
who was appointed by the Governor to fill the vacancy
created by Judge Valvo’s retirement.

Until next time...

Shalini

Shalini Nangia,
shnangia@varnumlaw.com

N

a

\../
(Y

A A
A

Winter 2026



Screaming into the Void:

The Importance of Atttorney Mental Health

The life of a sole practitioner and a small
firm attorney is not easy. Resources are often
scarce. The pressure is great. Clients are de-
manding. They want their problems solved
on timelines that are often unreasonable, or
have unrealistic expectations of what the law
can do for them. Billing amplifies the problem
because the more that an attorney bills, the
more a client believes they should have ac-
cess to the attorney’s time and availability.’
As if that was not enough, there are the ad-
ditional pressures of deadlines, potentially
having to be in more than one court at the
same time, and maintaining all of the business admin-
istration of the firm.

If the work is not done timely or correctly, the lawyer
is faced with the specter of malpractice and/or griev-
ances. There is little allowance for error, requiring attor-
neys to essentially be perfect all the time. Of course,
perfection, while it is a worthy goal, is an unrealistic ex-
pectation.

The pressure does not end there. To grow their busi-
nesses, sole practitioners and small firm attorneys
should be attending bar association and other network-
ing events. To stay on top of our craft, we should take
continuing education (which is mandatory in over 40
states).? Beyond that, the ethical rules encourage attor-
neys to do pro bono work,? which is required in at least
ten states.*

Beyond the law, lawyers should have normal
lives. Normal lives have the additional potential pres-
sures of dating, spousal obligations, parental obliga-
tions, extracurricular activities, or other stressors. All the
while, those work deadlines and work pressures often
remain in the attorney’s mind. After all, if the sole or
small practitioner is not working, then there is no money
coming into the office.

Given these pressures, it is little wonder that 52% of
attorneys have experienced burnout at some point in
their career.® Family Law attorneys likely will not be sur-
prised to know that 47% of attorneys have experienced
burnout during the final quarter of the year and 46% of
attorneys had their mental health worsen in that same
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Stuart Collis

quarter.® Furthermore, according to an Ameri-
can Lawyer’s 2025 survey, over 68% of attor-
neys suffer from anxiety and 33% suffer from
depression.” Over 65% of these attorneys also
stated that the billable hour pressures were
negatively affecting their mental wellbeing.®
Worse, 8.5% of attorneys have contemplated
suicide compared to 4.3% of American adults
overall.®

So, what can an attorney do to improve their
mental health and wellbeing? First, an attorney
can take a break. While this is easier said than
done for many attorneys, my partners and staff have
made taking a break a priority. They force me to take at
least one of my vacation days each month. | am allowed
to move the date, but cannot omit taking one business
day off a month. Every month, it gives me something to
look forward to and work towards. | also encourage my
team to use their vacation time to recharge as well.

Second, exercise is important for maintaining mental
health. During the summer, one of the things | enjoy
most on these days off is golf. According to the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, a mere 75 minutes a
week of physical activity will reduce a person’s depres-
sion risk by 18%."° This percentage increases to 25%
for 150 minutes a week of physical activity."

The third thing an attorney can do to assist their men-
tal health is to get enough quality sleep. Lack of sleep
increases the possibility of developing anxiety and/or
depression, and creates greater risk of health problems
such as high blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes,
and obesity."> While stress can negatively affect sleep,
exercise can assist it.

Another way to improve mental health and wellbeing
is to establish work-life boundaries. Technology has
made this much more difficult. When | started practicing
law in 1996, few attorneys had email, and some work
was still completed on typewriters. Faxes were com-
mon. | had a pager and an answering service. Now,
with the advent of e-filing, pleadings can be filed at any
time. Clients, attorneys, and judges can contact you at

See Next Page




any hour of the day or night by email. | have made the
mistake of responding to emails on vacations from out-
side the country. If you respond outside normal busi-
ness hours, clients and attorneys think that you are
always available. However, this constant contact, the
sense of always being on, leads to more stress. At least
one study has shown that reducing email reduces
stress and increases concentration.™ It also may be
better to schedule an email response part of the day,
rather than feeling the need to instantly respond.™

If these suggestions do not suffice, the State Bar has
set up the Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program
(LJAP)."s The program is protected by HIPAA and all
services are confidential. The LJAP offers free consul-
tations for attorneys and their families. It also offers clin-
ical assessments, support groups, and referrals to
providers to assist with lawyers’ mental health and well-
being.

Legal professionals shouldn’t struggle alone. If you
need support, reach out to a colleague or LJAP to get
the assistance you need. If you remain silent, no one
knows you are suffering. No one in your life wants you
to become one of the sobering statistics listed above.

Stuart Collis is licensed in the states of Michigan, New
York, and lllinois. He graduated from the University of
Michigan and Thomas M. Cooley Law School, where

he was on law review and graduated with cum laude
honors. Mr. Collis has been a speaker for the National
Creditor’s Bar Association, the Michigan Veterinary
Medical Association, and a speaker and moderator for
Michigan’s Institute of Continuing Legal Education on a
variety of topics. He is an expert in collections and has
over two decades of civil litigation, family law, and crim-
inal law experience.

! https://abovethelaw.com/2025/05/mental-health-may-be-improving-for-lawyers-but-se-
vere-stressors-remain-and-theyre-getting-worse/

2 https://www.americanbar.org/events-cle/mcle/

3 MRPC®6.1.

4 https://www.americanbar.org/groups/probono_public_service/policy/arguments/

> American Bar Association, “Surveyed Lawyers Report They Experience Burnout In Their
Jobs More Than Half The Time,” ABA J. (Mar.

2022), https://www.americanbar.org/groups/journal/articles/2022/surveyed-lawyers-
report-they-experience-burnout-in-their-jobs
mo/#:~:text=Surveyed%20lawyers%20said%20they%20experienced,2020%2C%20accord-
ing%20t0%20the%20publication.

°Id.

7 https://abovethelaw.com/2025/05/mental-health-may-be-improving-for-lawyers-but-se-
vere-stressors-remain-and-theyre-getting-worse/

8 d.

° https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/psymon-says/202304/why-are-lawyers-at-
greater-risk-of-suicide

10 https://www.apa.org/monitor/2022/11/defeating-depression-naturally

g,

2 https://mhanational.org/resources/get-enough-sleep/

3 https://news.uci.edu/2012/05/07/email-vacations-decrease-stress-increase-concentra-
tion/

4 https://www.forbes.com/sites/lucianapaulise/2024/06/26/tips-to-checking-email-less-fre-
quently-and-reducing-stress/

5 https://www.michbar.org/generalinfo/ljap/home

strengthen our collective understanding of the law.

We want to hear from you!

Res Ipsa Loquitur is now accepting article submissions, and this is your opportunity to showcase your knowl-
edge, build your professional profile, and contribute to the strength of our legal community.

Whether you focus on litigation, estate planning, family law, criminal defense, business law, or another area of
practice, your experience matters. By sharing your expertise, you help educate fellow members and
We are currently seeking submissions on a variety of legal topics.

We look forward to hearing from you. Please contact the WCBA office to submit an article.
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is a partner at Ferguson Widmayer & Clark, PC.

Mara Kent is a life-long resident of Ann Arbor. Her practice areas include estate planning,
probate and trust administration, advanced wealth planning, elder law, special needs plan-
ning, estate planning for surrogacy and assisted reproduction, same-sex parental confir-
mations, adult and step-parent adoptions, and prenuptial agreements. Mara is a 1993
graduate of the University of Michigan and a 1996 Summa Cum Laude graduate of the
University of Detroit Mercy Law School, where she graduated second in her class. She

What jobs did you have before you became an
attorney?

My first job was working at the Gallup and Argo Park
Canoe Liveries as a 14-year-old in Ann Arbor. | pro-
gressed to a waitress at the Michigan Union while in
college and ultimately made it to the big time as a
server at Olive Garden. My career focus turned while
in law school, where | worked as a law clerk at Ford
Motor Company in the employment litigation division.
After law school, | proudly served as a judicial law clerk
for Michigan Supreme Court Justice Michael F. Ca-
vanagh. Subsequently, | was in private practice and
then shifted and taught law school as a tenured profes-
sor at Thomas M. Cooley Law School for 14 years. |
then returned to what | love doing: private practice.

Did you always know you wanted to be an
attorney?

No. | have always loved to write and have always had
a creative side. | started at the University of Michigan,
focusing on creative writing in the College of Literature,
Science, and Arts (LSA), then | transferred to the Art
School heading into my junior year, thinking that |
wanted to follow that path. Working hard to catch up
on credits following transferring from LSA to Art, | de-
cided that | prefer to create art on my own terms and
not as a profession. My dad is an attorney, and | had
always been interested in the legal profession, so | de-
cided to switch to law where | could also continue to
write as a career.

What area of the law do you like the best and why?

I love what | currently do: primarily estate planning, pro-
bate, and trust administration. | really love helping oth-
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ers, and | enjoy being able to guide people on how to
stay out of court and what to do with their assets when
they pass away. | also enjoy doing adult and stepparent
adoptions, while assisting clients with parental confir-
mations of their families conceived through IVF or sur-
rogacy.

What is the biggest challenge facing you as an
attorney today?

Honestly, email! It is the bane of my existence. It never
ends.

What was one of the most challenging cases you’ve
worked on, and what did you learn from it?

Hands down, the most rewarding case | worked on was
a Homes for Generations case | assisted with. The
client’s family lived in Ann Arbor for decades and were
descendants of the underground railroad. The client’s
mother died around 2003, and the Will specified that
the house should not be sold unless all the siblings
agreed. Our client lived in the home after her mother
died, but because probate was never completed (due
to the lack of agreement among potential beneficiaries),
the estate was open for over two decades. Through a
crooked path of mediation, divorce, probate, and un-
capping issues for the property, an entire team of peo-
ple helped to resolve the case in favor of our client. |
will forever be grateful to our client and her brothers for
reaching an agreement to keep her in the house, the
late Catherine McClary, Judge Owdziej, Judge Conlin,
Teresa Killeen, Kelly Roberts, and countless volunteer
attorneys such as Miriam Saffo, Mike Shelton, Eric
Sloat, and Paul Fessler (to name a few) who helped
along the way. We were able to resolve the case after

See Next Page




about six years. It was truly a culmination of teamwork
from the attorneys in this county, which makes me so
thankful for the members of the Washtenaw County Bar
Association.

Who has been your greatest mentor?

I've been blessed with many great mentors; | never stop
learning from others. Afew that come to mind are Victor
Morrocco at Ford Motor Company; Michigan Supreme
Court Justice Michael F. Cavanagh; Michael Cox (not
the politician), Otto Stockmayer, Pete Jason, Mable
Martin-Scott, Gina Torielli, and my fellow professors at
Cooley law school; Jane Bassett; Kate Sharkey; my
business partners and attorneys at Ferguson Widmayer
& Clark including Pete Clark, Mike Shelton, Ginny Card-
well, Eric Sloat, Warren Widmayer, and Miriam Saffo;
my mom and dad; and last but not least, my husband
Tom Kent, who is an attorney at the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel at the University of Michigan.

Favorite part of your job?

My clients. | feel lucky to be able to help so many peo-
ple in our community.

Tell us a little about your family.

I grew up in Ann Arbor, attending Freeman Elementary
(in Dixboro), Clague Middle School, Huron High School,
and the University of Michigan. | met my husband after
Michigan and before law school, although we knew “of”
each other having both attended the same middle
school, high school, and U of M just a year apart. We
went to law school at the same time while dating, al-
though at different schools. We graduated law school
in 1996, took the bar exam, got married, bought and
fixed up our first house, and started our first legal jobs
all in the span of about three months. We have two
daughters who both completed their undergraduate de-
grees at the University of Michigan. Our oldest, Grace,
went on to graduate school at Georgetown and now
lives in Washington DC and works at an HBCU out
there. Our youngest daughter, Celia, is in graduate
school at Yale University and is living in Connecticut.
Our “doghter” (Scout) is a “lab-ihuahua” rescue from the
Huron Valley Humane Society, who is my best walking
buddy.

What are some of your favorite places that you have
visited?

Our National Parks! This past summer, | made another
trip to Yosemite National Park, where | completed a
bucket-list hike of climbing Half-Dome. The 17-mile
round-trip hike covers a 4,800-foot elevation gain to a
summit height of 8,846 feet, with the last stretch requir-
ing a 400-foot ascent up at 45-degree granite slope as-
sisted by two steel cables. It was a challenge for sure,
but an accomplishment of a lifetime that | will never for-
get. I'm enjoying going to as many National Parks as |
can, with Acadia and either Glacier or North Cascades
on my list for this year.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
Hobbies?

| love to create art—acrylic and water-color paintings,
mosaics, and anything hands-on. | enjoy being active
outdoors: hiking, biking, running, walking, kayaking, and
playing golf. | also love doing home-improvement proj-
ects with Tom.

What are you listening to lately?

| love listening to audio books while walking/hiking (a
big fan of Kristen Hannah and historical fiction), “The
Rest is History” podcast (thank you, Alex Shehab for
my “curriculum”), and an eclectic mix of music—current
favorites are alt rock like Del Water Gap, Royel Otis,
Sombr, Rainbow Kitten Surprise, Noah Khan, Young
the Giant, MGMT, and Cage the Elephant, to name a
few.

What'’s the greatest gift we can give ourselves?

Spending time with our loved ones. | am so very lucky
to be close to my family. My dad turns 86 in March and
my mom is 83. They live an active life here in Ann
Arbor, biking 20 miles on the weekends and walking 3-
8 miles per day during the week—they even ran three
5Ks last year! We grew up on a farm, and they still work
out on the farm, planting trees all summer long. They
are truly an inspiration, and | feel so lucky that they are

See Next Page

Winter 2026




still in my life and are sharp as a tack. | have a brother
who is a local dentist in Brighton who has two boys (one
in dental school and the other who is a petroleum engi-
neer who works on carbon capture) and a sister who
lives in Sydney, Australia with her husband and my
high-school aged nephew. | have over 50 first cousins
whom | am surprisingly close with (my mom was one of
14 children). | am also so lucky to have a wonderful
mother-in-law and step mother-in-law, along with some
amazing cousins-in-law!

Any words of wisdom to pass on to new lawyers?

Get involved! Join the Washtenaw County Bar Associ-
ation. Go to activities. Meet the attorneys in our county
who practice outside your practice area. We are a
unique and close-knit bar association, which makes me
proud to know so many wonderful attorneys in our
county.

bamboo

You're invited to visit Bamboo,
a new office space ideal for private offices or
booking meeting space. Located minutes
away from court downtown.

* Private offices * Conference rooms

= Rooftop lounge * Mail services

? Bamboo Ann Arbor, 200 S 1** Street
www.bamboocowork.com

Res Ipsa Loquitur
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New Members & Member Notes

Suzanne
Fanning

Member Notes

Estate planning and probate attorney
Suzanne R. Fanning has merged
her practice, Suzanne R. Fanning,
PLLC, with Pear Sperling Eggan &
Daniels, P.C., effective January 1,
2026. Joining the firm as Of Counsel,
Fanning brings more than 20 years of
experience in estate planning, pro-
bate administration, and elder law,
along with her longstanding commit-
ment to client-centered service. Her
team will join her in the transition, in-

cluding attorney Charles Drabik, ensuring continuity for
existing clients while providing access to expanded legal

resources.

Tamara A. Garwood of Ann Arbor
has been appointed judge of the 15th
District Court, filling a partial term fol-
lowing the resignation of Judge Karen
Valvo. Garwood previously served as
a magistrate at the court and as an at-
torney and partner at Baker, Stringer
& Garwood, LLP. She is co-chair of
the State Bar of Michigan UPL Com-
mittee and an instructor for the Michi-
gan Judicial Institute. In 2025, she
received the A. Thomas Truesdell

Distinguished Service Award. Her term expires January

1, 2027.

Robin Wagner is pleased to an-
nounce that she has launched Robin
Wagner Law, PLLC, a new firm in Ann
Arbor dedicated to justice, healing,
and transformative civil rights advo-
cacy. Wagner represents individuals
harmed by discrimination, govern-
ment misconduct, and constitutional
violations across employment, hous-
ing, and civil rights matters. Known
for her combination

Continued on next page
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Welcome to Our New Members!

Attorney Members
Kevin Aoun (P76052)

Miller Canfield
Russell Bucher (P82349)
Miller Canfield
Michael Butler (P31833)
Butler ADR, PLLC
Mark Chasteen (P81936)
Varnum, LLP
Jonathan Comish (P86211)
Michigan Department of Attorney General
Adam Dreher (P79246)
NachtLaw, P.C.
Caitlin Do (P87807)
Legacy Law Center
Michele Hein (P85019)
Jay Long (P75816)

Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick, P.C.
Christopher Pollack (P87350)
Morgan and Morgan Complex Litigation Group
Anthony Mavrinac (P53332)
Miller Canfield
Christina Nechiporchik (P79823)
Bodman, PLC
Thomas Olson (P88569)
Thomas M. Olson, Jr., Attorney at Law
John Reynolds (P86789)
Washtenaw County Friend of the Court
Samuel Ross (P88466)

Sam Ross Law Firm
William Sloan (P88743)

Sloan Legal Group, PLLC
Destini Wells (P78361)

Miller Canfield
Charles Widmaier (P88432)
Roumel Law

Associate Members
Barbara McAnelly
Zainab Bhindarwala
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Member notes continued

of fierce advocacy and compassionate counsel,
Wagner helps clients navigate deeply personal and
often traumatic experiences—securing accountabil-
ity through negotiation, mediation, litigation, and
trial. After serving as a partner at one of Michigan’s
leading civil rights firms, Wagner founded her own
practice to provide more personalized, community-
centered legal support. “Justice must do more than
compensate—it must restore and change systems
so harm does not happen again,” said Wagner. With
a record that includes multimillion-dollar recoveries
in landmark cases involving institutional trauma, po-
lice misconduct, and systemic discrimination, Robin
Wagner Law is grounded in the belief that clients
deserve to be heard, believed, and made whole—
and that lasting justice requires meaningful institu-
tional change. https://robinwagnerlaw.net.

“'"““( Yllll for supporting the WCBA Donations

Fund and its work in community service, the law
library, and technology improvements!

Mark Chasteen — Varnum, LLP

Georgette David — Georgette E David Attorney at Law
Robert Killewald — Robert J. Killewald Law Firm
Steven Roach — Miller Canfield

~ SAVE the DATE! ~

Annual Meeting & Bench-Bar Conference
Friday, May 1, 2026 Noon —4:00 p.m.
Travis Pointe Country Club
2829 Travis Pointe, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Registration information will be available on
the WCBA website soon.

5:00 p.m.

Res Ipsa Loquitur

Attorney Conference Rooms, Washtenaw County Trial Court, Suite 1107

1) The two rooms are available on a first-come basis. They cannot be reserved.
These rooms may not be used for long meetings.

2) The hallway door into the suite will automatically unlock at 8:00 a.m. and lock at
3) Unless directed by a judge or court administration due to security concerns, these
rooms are NOT available for depositions.

The two Hearing Rooms located within suite 1107 are for use by court staff only.




Michigan’s Court-Ordered Alternative Dispute

Resolution Rules Stand Ahead of Our Sister States

l. Introduction

With the adoption of MCR 2.410
by our Supreme Court, Michigan
stands out as a leader in court-or-
dered Alternative Dispute Resolution
(“ADR”) programs. ADR is now inte-
gral within the Michigan court sys-
tem. ADR programs are generally
available in any civil case. The court
has the authority, after consultation
with the parties, to order that a case
be submitted to an appropriate ADR
process. Additionally, the rules explicitly allow the court
to order ADR at any time. As for the forms of ADR that
the court may order, they include a wide range, such as
case evaluation, mediation, domestic relations media-
tion, and child protection mediation. When the court or-
ders a case to an ADR process, it may require the
respective counsels, parties and other necessary per-
sons or entities to participate in ADR proceedings. The
trial court’s authority to compel participation of non-par-
ties is critical, as lienholders or insurance companies or
others may have actual authority or an interest in the
settlement. Failure to participate in ADR proceedings
may result in a default sanction or dismissal of the case.

MCR 2.410 provides an extensive framework for
court-ordered ADR programs in Michigan. This frame-
work regulates (i) the scope of cases to which an order
may be given, (ii) the forms of ADR available at the
court’s disposal, and (iii) the timing during a case pro-
ceeding within which the court may issue the order.

Let's compare Michigan’s program to 19 sister
states’ court-ordered ADR programs. The comparison
shows that, although there are some similarities in one
or multiple aspects, none of these 19 states provides a
more extensive approach to court-ordered ADR pro-
grams than Michigan does.

Febriantoro
Suardy

Il. The Scope of Cases to which
an Order May Be Given
Cases in which an order may be given, break this
down into the following categories: (a) generally any
civil cases, with or without explicit carve-out cases, (b)
only specific cases, (c) a combination of the previous

categories, and (d) not applicable. The following table
shows the distribution of states for each category.

States ! Abbreviated!
M, AL, CA, CO, FL, IL, IN, KY, MN, NJ, OK,
TN, UT, WV and WI (15 in total).

Scope of Cases

(a) generally, any civil cases (with or without

explicit carve-out)

States ! Abbreviated!

IA, NE; and NY (3 in total).
OH (1 in total)

MA (1 in total).

Scope of Cases

(b) only specific cases

(c) combination

(d) not applicable

Some of the carve-outs (Category (a)) include:
cases involving domestic violence, physical or psycho-
logical abuse where alleged victims have expressed un-
willingness to participate in an ADR process, violations
of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws Code, the
amount of controversy (below $7,500), civil commit-
ment matters, adoption proceedings, and juvenile delin-
quency. Of this list, Michigan only excludes cases
where physical or psychological abuse has occurred
and the alleged victim does not wish to participate in
ADR.

Oklahoma allows each circuit court to choose
whether to participate. lowa and Nebraska limit court-
ordered ADR program to family matters. Ohio applies
the program to probate matters. New York’s court-or-
dered ADR program applies only to cases under its
commercial division.

lll. The Forms of ADR Available
at The Court’s Disposal

A court has several forms of ADR available: (a) only
mediation, (b) mediation and arbitration (or another
form of ADR), (c) multiple forms of ADR, (d) a combi-
nation of the previous categories and (e) not applicable.
The following table shows the distribution of states for
each category.

Forms of ADR

(a) only mediation

States ! Abbreviated!
AL, IL, IA, NJ, OK, TN and WV (7 in total).
CA, FL, and NY (3 in total).

(b) mediation and arbitration or another form
of ADR

(c) multiple forms of ADR Mi, CO, IN, MN, NE, UT, WI (7 in total).
CO, OH (2 in total)

MA (1 in total).

(d) combination

(e) not applicable

See Next Page
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In states with multiple forms of ADR, like Michigan, the
court may specify the particular ADR forms covered by
their program (as in Colorado) or use general language
to describe other ADR methods or processes (as in In-
diana, Kentucky, Minnesota, and Utah).

IV. The Timing During a Case Proceeding
When the Court May Order ADR
Michigan grants the trial court broad discretion.
ADR may be ordered at any time. The possible ap-
proaches to when the court may issue the order are: (a)
at any time, (b) before trial, (c) not explicitly stated, (d)

Scope of Cases States ! Abbreviated!

(a) at any time ML, NE, NJ, NY and OK (5 in total).

(b) before trial AL (1 in total).

(c) not explicit CA, CO, FL, IA, KY, MN, OH, TN, UT, WV

and WI (11 in total).

(d) combination IL and IN (2 in total).

ADRin 19 states (by forms)
7 7
3
- 1
|

B Only mediation M Mediation and arbitration/ another form B Multiple forms B N/A

O 2N W h U N ®

ADR forms, a combination of previous categories, and
not available.

C. ADR Timing

The chart classifies the timing during a case within
which a court may order an ADR into any time, before
trial, not explicitly stated, a combination of previous cat-
egories, and not available.

(e) not applicable MA (1 in total).

a combination of either of the previous categories, and

(e) not applicable.

V. Discussion of the 19 States Court-ADR Program
In analyzing the 19 states’ positions on court-or-

dered ADR across three perspectives: the scope of

cases, ADR forms, and ADR timing, the following

graphs emerge:

A. Scope of cases
The chart classifies the scope of cases into generally

ADRin 19 states (by scope of cases)

3
1 1
l-——

Number of States

B Generally all civilcase m Only specific case B Combination BN/A

all civil cases, only specific cases, combination, and not
available.

B. Forms of ADR
The chart classifies the forms of ADR into only media-
tion, mediation and arbitration or another form, multiple

Res Ipsa Loquitur

ADRin 19 states (bytiming)

10

8

6

4

O

) C -—

B Atanytime M BeforeTrial B NotExplicit B Combination mBN/A

VI. Conclusion

The charts demonstrate that Michigan is at the forefront
of ADR. Michigan has the broadest ADR program, and
allows for ADR to occur at any point in the life of the
case. As the forerunner on ADR, Michigan is the state
that has the best opportunity to expand to systemically
incorporate Peacemaking and Restorative Justice, as
a concurrent available path for all litigants into its State
Court Justice System.

Febriantoro Suardy (Toro) earned his law degree in In-
donesia in 2018 and typically handles corporate trans-
action matters, litigation, and arbitration cases. In 2025,
he received his LLM degree at the University of Michi-
gan Law School. He wishes to especially thank Judge
Timothy Connors for his mentorship, both in and out of
the classroom.




- THE WCBA NEW-LAWYERS SECTION FORMALLY
INVITES YOU TO THE FIRST ANNUAL

Progressive
Dinner

WHEN? WHAT? WHO?
Enjoy dinner at one New Lawyers
2 4 location and dessert at within their first
another. Meet WCBA

MARCH leaders, local judges, and 10 years of
5:00PM 8:00PM other new lawyers. practice.

Secure your spot today!

FULL EVENT DETAILS, INCLUDING LOCATIONS, WILL BE PROVIDED AFTER
REGISTRATION. FOR QUESTIONS, REACH OUT TO HALEY WEHNER AT
HWEHNER@MSAPC.NET.



https://www.washbar.org/event/?id=63

]

The Washtenaw County
Bar Association’s

32NI]
ANNUAQ’

GOLF
Scamble

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2026 Lake Forest Golf Club

. _ . 3110 W. Elisworth Rd.
8:30 A.M.- 3:00 P.M. Ann Arbor!: MII' 48103

$160 Per Player , Enjoy an afternoon of friendly competition and
' socializing with our judges, your fellow members, clients
hefore June 26 and/or other invited guests.

Mulligans, contests, and prizes!

$180 Per Player
after June 26

- Box Lunch provided, cash bar, light dinner, and awards
after the scramble.
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Please list teammates Collared shirt and rubber spikes or spikeless shoes
when registering required.



https://www.washbar.org/event/?id=61

Y EO IQIVIEIE

LET’S THRIVE

T BUSINESS VALUATION
ruSted Analysis of factors that value your business.
A third party with true perspective.

financial

Wealth building advisement with a full range

inSight tO of estate planning strategies.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

Strengthen Trusted financial insights that uncover hidden

risks, secure assets, and support informed

youl' Case. decisions.

EXPERT WITNESS
TESTIMONY

Reliable and relevant support for your cases.
We're with you every step of the way.

YEOANDYEO.COM



www.yeoandyeo.com

