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There are many artificial bodies of water in some
of the counties adjacent to Washtenaw in Southeast
Michigan.  The law in Michigan concerning prop-
erty rights in these artificial watercourses was
brought to the forefront by two rulings of the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals in Persell v Wertz, 287 Mich
App 576, 579; 791 NW2d 494 (2010) and Holton v
Ward, 303 Mich App 718, (2014).  These cases re-
lied on Thompson v Enz, 379 Mich 667 (1967),
which held that riparian rights do not attach to
property abutting an artificial lake, canal, or pond.

Ownership and rights stop at the survey stakes
nearest the watercourse.  Thus, a simple lot descrip-
tion by number or a property line that abuts an arti-
ficial watercourse does not give the owner of the lot
any rights to the water or land that lies beneath the
artificial watercourse.  There are no attached rights
such as to install a dock, moor a boat, irrigate the
lawn or use the surface of the water to boat or fish,
unless they were otherwise granted by the owner.
This is unlike all property located adjacent to a nat-
ural watercourse where riparian rights attach and
cannot be separated from the upland lots.  In such
cases, a simple lot description without mention of ri-
parian rights conveys all such rights to the grantee.

Artificial canals, ponds and lakes have always been
nice features of developers to offer buyers of subdi-
vision lots and remain an attractive feature in con-
dominiums and other developments.  Physical
attraction aside, the legal ownership rights to an ar-
tificial watercourse, even in modern developments,
often are absent or remain ill-defined, if defined at
all.  Whether it is located in a development or not, if
a parcel abuts such a watercourse, owners often mis-
takenly assume ownership of or rights to use it with-
out ever having any document which gives them any
such interest.

Owners of such properties should review their
deeds and other title documents to ensure that they
were granted more than just a lot and block, unit
number, or other boundary description.  If such grant
language is absent, the plat map, master deed or
other documents should be closely scrutinized for
ownership language.  Marketability and valuation
may be seriously affected until some type of docu-
mented ownership in the watercourse is secured.
Ownership can be based on adverse possession, ac-
quiescence, implied dedication and other legal the-
ories, but it will usually require the expense of a suit
and court approval before it can be sold.  If it appears
that the property is used as waterfront property and
it sells without disclosure of lack of written owner-
ship or rights to the watercourse, owners may be ex-

posed to claims of
fraud with correspon-
ding remedies when
the defect becomes ev-
ident.  

Potential buyers can
protect themselves by
taking necessary precau-
tions prior to signing a
purchase agreement and
working closely with

legal and title professionals who have experience
in these matters.  It is vital, however, that advice
is received before any purchase documents are
signed; otherwise, what results are binding doc-
uments to buy land that has no rights in the wa-
tercourse.

Buyers or their representatives should insist that
rights to the watercourse be added to the descrip-
tion of the property being purchased and that these
rights be included in schedule A of the title com-
mitment which would ensure a title search of all
underlying property and an obligation by the
seller to convey the appropriate ownership inter-
est to the buyers.  

Charles (Chuck) G. Hoffman is a co-chair of
the Real Estate Law Section of the WCBA.
He has practiced throughout both penin-
sulas of the state in real es-
tate, municipal, road,
probate and elder
law fields. He
lives and has his
office in Ann Arbor.

January/February 20164

ab

Charles G. Hoffman

Artificial Watercourses: A Distinction With a Difference



5Res Ipsa Loquitur

President’s Message
Who noticed the mistake in my

last column? Did you really think

the Michigan Supreme Court

could be so lucky as to have the

person I named as a Justice? You

might have to re-read the last

issue of Res Ipsa.

Do you know who the President of the State Bar of Michigan is?

That’s easy – our own Lori Buiteweg. But who was the first

Michigan Bar President from Washtenaw County? Roscoe Bonis-

teel of Ann Arbor in 1936. President Buiteweg makes interesting

comparisons to the State Bar then and now in her blog at

http://sbmblog.typepad.com/presidentsblog/2015/12/80-year-his-

tory-of-ann-arbor-leadership-at-the-state-bar.html

Hon. S. J. Elden: I sadly note the passing of Judge S. J. Elden.

Sandy Elden was a great human being and a major contributor in

Ann Arbor’s legal system. Fellow Boy Scouts like me salute Sandy

for his exemplary career and his service to our community. Sandy

and his wife of 69 years, Odie, were always in attendance at the

annual WCBA Bar Revue Show; we would love to see Odie at the

next Bar Revue Show, February 25th, 2016. Sandy will be greatly

missed.

Hon. Karen Quinlan Valvo: The newest Judge in Washtenaw

County is our own past President Karen Valvo. Karen’s profession-

alism and great competence in the law will be a huge asset to the

people of Ann Arbor. Her contributions to the WCBA have already

been great. The WCBA will be holding a reception soon to con-

gratulate her and wish her the best as she starts a new chapter in

her career.

Holidays: The annual Holiday Wine Tasting was held at Pae-

sano’s on December 3rd with over 75 WCBA members in atten-

dance. This is a very popular event. We were happy to honor

Justin Altman for his leadership of the New Lawyers Section. The

event raised money for the Corner Health Center, and we were

glad to have its Executive Director, Nicole Adelman with us. The

Corner’s mission is to help young people make healthy choices

now and in the future. The Corner serves young people ages 12

through 25 and their children. Learn more at

www.cornerhealth.org  Thanks also to the Washtenaw County

Legal News who provided a gift basket for our raffle! Congratula-

tions to raffle winner, Annemarie Hohman.

Don Campbell: I was happy to have Donald Campbell at my

President’s Speakeasy on November 12th at Conor O’Neill’s. We

had a great turnout with a diverse group of WCBA members. Don

has been my friend since we were at Wayne Law in the 80’s. He is

exceptionally fluent in the attorney grievance system in Michigan

and has represented judges at the Judicial Tenure Commission, too.

It was a great opportunity to talk to him over a beer, and I know

that many WCBA members learned a lot. These Speakeasies may

be the future of WCBA events – a lot of members want a less for-

mal setting than the usual sit-down dinners. Look for another

Speakeasy in January.

Bar Revue: We want your talent! Besides law, what are you

good at? February 25th will be our annual Bar Revue Show and

Silent Auction. Many WCBA members have talents besides the

law, and we want to give you a chance to show them. If you can

sing, dance, juggle, tell jokes, or otherwise entertain us, let me

know. We will endeavor to fit you into the show. Format: This

year’s Bar Revue will be a combined Trivia Night and Bar Revue

Show. While the show is going on, there will be trivia questions

for table teams to answer. You can form a team, or we will put you

on one. Silent Auction: Thanks to Jen Lawrence for organizing

the silent auction this year. Jen and her team will endeavor to have

a smaller but higher quality silent auction. The Silent Auction is a

fun component of this event.  Bid high, bid often, and take home

an auction item with all of the proceeds from the evening benefit-

ing the WCBA Law & Justice Fund.

Brian Kruger: I want to thank my old friend, Brian Kruger for

coming to our October 22nd Bias Awareness Reception at Weber’s

where we viewed his film “Black and Blue.” Click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAxx5UzKqPA to see the

trailer, and see what happened at the 1934 Michigan-Georgia Tech

Football game. Brian stayed after the film to give us a fascinating

talk about the making of the film and his continuing efforts to

honor the legacy of Judge Willis Ward. (Special reader’s bonus: I

want to gauge the readership of this column, so the first person

who emails me with the code words “Beat Georgia Tech” will re-

ceive a free copy of the DVD valued at $19.95).

Soultivity Holiday Party: Soultivity’s 6th Annual Rockin’

Christmas Party on December 11, 2015 was at the Necto Nightclub

in Ann Arbor. This is another example of great lawyers helping our

community, as the all-lawyer band raises money every year for

Toys for Tots, Food Gatherers, and the Humane Society. Imagine

that – a great night of entertainment and dancing, and your admis-

sion price was a can of Cheese Whiz (for the pets). Congratula-

tions to Soultivity for another fine performance.

I hope everyone in the WCBA had a happy holiday season.

Please reflect on the good you have done for your clients during

2015, and resolve to keep it up in 2016. Never stop thinking about

what we can do to help our courts serve the public well. “And so . .

. .” (to quote a better writer than me) “. . . as Tiny Tim observed,

“God Bless us, Everyone!”

Greg
Greg Dodd

greg@gdoddlaw.com
www.gregoryldodd.com

THANK YOU
to those that continue to support the WCBA by

contributing to the WCBA Donations Fund for commu-
nity service, law library, and technology improvements!

Robert A. Dawid – Dawid & Gatti, PLLC

http://sbmblog.typepad.com/presidentsblog/2015/12/80-year-history-of-ann-arbor-leadership-at-the-state-bar.html


Miriam Perry is an assistant public defender at the Washtenaw County Public Defender’s Office.
Miriam received her B.A. in Economics from Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia and then attended
the University of Michigan Law School.   Prior to joining the Public Defender’s Office, she worked as a
judicial attorney for the Hon. Sean F. Cox in the Third Circuit Court of Michigan for several years. When
Judge Cox was appointed to U.S. District Court, she worked briefly as his law clerk.  She is a member
of the State Bar of Michigan, the Vanzetti Hamilton Bar Association, the Washtenaw County Bar
Association, the National Bar Association, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., NAACP and Second   Baptist
Church of Ann Arbor.  She enjoys traveling, shopping, baking, group exercise, and community service.

Did you always know you wanted to be an attorney? Where did
you get your law degree? 

I was born and raised in Ann Arbor.   As a result of a law class at
Pioneer High School, I became fascinated with the law.  My in-
terest intensified while I matriculated at Spelman College.   My
dream finally became a reality when I returned to Ann Arbor to
attend the University of Michigan Law School.

What jobs did you have before you became an attorney?
My career path was unique.  In addition to the law, I had a de-
sire to learn more about other countries around the world.    In
my final year of law school, I accepted an offer to participate in
a Japanese Exchange and Teaching Program.  I jumped at the
chance to live in a totally different culture, and I taught English
to middle school students in rural Japan for two years.  During
my time in the exchange program, I traveled extensively, and I
acquired a conversational knowledge of Japanese.  I completed
the program and 2 ½ years after obtaining my JD, I took and
passed the bar exam.

What area of the law do you like the best and why?
Most of my career has focused on criminal law. There are many
opportunities in criminal law, and that is the area that I like the
best.  For many years, I worked behind the scenes as a judicial
attorney in the criminal division of the Wayne County Circuit
Court.   My job entailed administrative duties, research and
writing and drafting opinions and orders. Now I am handling in-
digent defense which allows for extensive client contact, prob-
lem solving, negotiation, and trial advocacy.  This has definitely
given me a strong sense of purpose. 

Tell us a little about your family.
My mother and father are both retired educators.  They worked
in the Ann Arbor Public School system and have been married
for over 50 years.  My parents have always been my inspiration
throughout my life.  They have always stressed the significance
of education and hard work. 

My parents were born into large, sharecropping families in rural
Mississippi.  My father was the only one of 11 siblings to gradu-
ate from college, and both of my parents were the first in their
families to obtain degrees.  My brother is a Residential and
Commercial Developer, and my sister is Vice President of Fran-
chising for Krispy Kreme.

What are the biggest challenges you experience as a Public 
Defender? What are the most rewarding aspects of your job?

My role as a public defender, though very rewarding, can be ex-
tremely challenging at times.  There are times when I have to
share difficult and potentially life changing information with my
clients. From experience, I have found that communication is

paramount in representing my clients to the best of my ability.
Public defense allows me to serve my community by fighting in-
justices against individuals who may have been wrongly accused
of a crime.  I have been extremely lucky to have Mr. Lloyd E.
Powell, the Washtenaw County Public Defender, as a mentor
and superior.   His wisdom has guided me throughout the years
in resolving past mistakes, educating my clients, and advocating
for my clients zealously and ethically. 

What would your second career choice have been if you had not 
become a lawyer?

I collect cookbooks, enjoy making homemade desserts, and
often plan events.   I have always had an interest in being a pro-
fessional baker and caterer.

What are some words of wisdom you may have to pass onto new 
lawyers?

I would encourage new lawyers to find a mentor, network with
other attorneys, and always strive for continuous improvement
by being good listeners, observers, and learners. 

What is your favorite movie or book?
My favorite book is I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya
Angelou.

Describe a perfect day off.
A perfect day off for me involves warm weather near the water
with activities that include swimming, reading, yoga, brunch,
and a few hours at a day spa with friends and family.

Where are some of your favorite places that you have visited?
Some of my favorite places that I have visited are Redang
(Malaysia),  Ko Samui (Thailand), Boracay (Philippines), Maui
(Hawaii),  La Jolla, California and Bridgetown,  Barbados. 

What are your favorite local restaurants?
My favorite local restaurants are Cardamom, The Lunch Room,
Prickly Pear, Tuptim and Seva.

When you have a little extra money, where do you like to spend it?
Traveling and shopping.

Why do you choose to be a member of the WCBA? What is the
  greatest benefit you have enjoyed as a member?

I joined the Washtenaw County Bar Association for a number of
reasons.  I enjoy interacting and learning both professionally
and socially from other individuals in the legal profession.  The
WBCA provides professional development opportunities, cutting
edge services and support.  They have been very beneficial for
my career.

January/February 20166
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In grade school, we learned that A is for Apple; B is for
Baby, etc.  In immigration, there also are ABCs.  These are
different nonimmigrant statuses which allow “aliens” (we’ll
call them “Foreign Nationals” or “FNs”) to reside and/or
work in the US for varying times.  Generally, a FN is anyone
who is not a US citizen or national.  Sometimes, the category
works out to be the first letter of the first word of a nonim-
migrant classification; for instance, status for A, I, R.  This
Article will largely be limited to definitions.  

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) of 1952, as
amended (8 USC 1101), lists nonimmigrant categories, from
(A) to (V).  The Act is normally referred to as “INA” and then
the section. Each category has its detailed requirements contained in INA
214; Regulations largely at 8 CFR 214.  The USCIS has its set of interpre-
tations set forth in the Adjudicator’s Field Manual.  Nonimmigrants are
different from lawful permanent residents (green card holders); the latter
may live and work permanently in the US.  Nonimmigrants may only re-
main for the length of time and for the activities approved by the USCIS
and/or Customs Border Protection (CBP).  

All the sections below would be prefaced with INA 101(a)(15).  So, the
first would be INA 101(a)(15)(A).  Most FNs coming as nonimmigrants
need visas.  Generally, Canadians do not need visas.  Same sex married
persons are treated the same as heterosexual marriages.

A is not for apple, but for Ambassadors, public ministers, and consular
officers accredited by a foreign government, and dependent family mem-
bers; perhaps attendants and personal servants.

B is for business (B-1) and pleasure/tourists visitors (B-2).  Over
50,000,000 separate entries into the US each year.  May not receive US-
based income.  B-1s normally admitted for 90 days; B-2 admitted for 180.  

C is for transits; persons just coming to an airport to change planes pri-
marily.

D is for crew members.  Members of airlines’ crews, vessels.  Pretty re-
strictive, though they do get their own queues at CBP.

E, the first category allowing FNs to come to work for a US employer in
the US.  Employer must be majority owned by non-US citizens/nationals
and green card holders.  FNs here must have the same “nationality” as the
foreign company.  Visa is for five years; admitted for two years at a time
toward the five years; may be renewed every five years.  E-1 for treaty
traders working for US companies involved in certain types of interna-
tional trade; treaty investors (E-2) who have made a qualifying investment
in the US.  Spouse may apply to the USCIS to receive work permission.
One of the categories for which Canadians need visas.  Also, covers E-3
for Australians; has the same basic requirements as H-1Bs, the Regulations
for that category cover the E-3; see H below.

F is for students who have F-1 visas; dependents receive F-2.  Most F-1s
are at the college level; some primary and secondary schools are author-
ized to admit students.  May work under limited circumstances, including
Optional Practical Training (OPT) which may be sought as a student com-
pletes an academic program and generally lasts for one year.  Those in
OPT who have STEM degrees may seek an extension of 17 months.  De-
pendents not allowed to work.

G for employees (and dependents) of certain international organiza-
tions. Allowed to work in the US for such; dependents may apply for work
authorization.  Good for multiple years.  Canadians need visas for this
class.

H has a bunch, including “specialty occupation workers” (H-1B); also,
temporary/seasonal employees in agriculture (H-2A) or non-agriculture
(H-2B).  Requires the employer to pay a minimum salary determined by
various State and National labor agencies; some require ads to be placed
seeking US workers and approval by the Department of Labor as well as
USCIS.  H-1Bs must work in an occupation which normally requires at
least a bachelor’s degree in a specific specialty; subject to a yearly quota
(oversubscribed last few years).  Most H-1Bs in engineering and high tech;

may be allowed to stay for six years, but a new Petition must be
filed every three years.  H-1B1 for Singapore and Chile, meeting
same requirements as H-1B.  Good for one year at a time; renew-
able; may apply directly at US consulate without USCIS approval.
Spouses of H-1B or H-1B are H-4; under limited circumstances,
may seek work permission.  E-3s go under the same process, sub-
ject to the same requirements; limited to two years at a time, but
no upper limit on stay; spouses may apply for work permission.  

I is—bad grammar exception—for information media, foreign
press representatives; dependents.

J covers a whole range, from au pairs to exchange scholars and
foreign medical graduates; allowed to work.  Spouse may be al-

lowed to apply for work.  Some must leave US for two years at end of the
J-1 status.

K kovers (sorry, couldn’t avoid it) two primary groups.  K-1 is for fi-
ancées of US citizens; K-3 for spouses of US citizens who are waiting for
immigrant visas.  K-1 must marry the US fiancée within 90 days after entry
into the US; then complete green card.  If receive a K-3, come to US and
complete the green card process in the US.  Canadians need visas for these.

M status for vocational training; dependents may accompany.  Not al-
lowed to work in US. 

N is for parent of a child who has “special immigrant status;” conversely,
for child of such a parent.  May be allowed to apply for work permit.

O is for FNs with extraordinary ability in the sciences, art, education,
certain motion picture/television production, business or athletics; must
prove sustained national or international acclaim; and those assisting such
persons in the artistic or athletic performance.  Dependents may not work.

P status covers a wide range of athletes (lesser standard than “O”
above), performers, artists; part of a group.  Must have certain level of in-
ternational recognition; athletes who are members of foreign leagues of
specified size and stature.  Dependents may not work.  

Q is for FN coming to US as part of cultural exchange program; referred
to by wags as the Disneyworld worker.  Maximum 15 months; has pay re-
quirements. 

R is for religious workers who have belonged to a denomination having
a bona fide religious organization in the US; allowed to work.  Status for
five years.  Dependents may not work.

S is set aside for witnesses and informants who have critical, reliable
information about a criminal enterprise or terrorist organization who is
willing to supply such information.

T is allowed for victims of severe form of trafficking in persons; or, is
present in US as result of such trafficking, including to participate in in-
vestigation or judicial processes connected with such.  Very complex set
of requirements.  Limited to 5000 per year.  May work, as may depend-
ents.

U is meant for those who suffered substantial physical or mental abuse
as a result of a number of crimes including rape, torture, incest, domestic
violence, being held hostage.  Need certificate from law enforcement
agency that FN has helpful information.  May apply for work.

V is reserved for certain persons whose green card cases have been
pending more than three years and which cases were filed, but must have
filed before 2000; realistically, no use any more.  May work.

W, X, Y, Z.  Radio and TV station in Detroit; no INA sections. 

Richard W. Pierce; Ann Arbor, MI.  www.piercelawoffice.com.   Past Pres-
ident Washtenaw County Bar Association; Member American Immigration
Lawyers Association; Past Chair of Ethics and Unauthorized Practice; State
Bar Liaison; and Member USCIS Liaison Committees. 

ABCs of Immigration or Immigration Light

Richard W. Pierce
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MEMBER NOTES

Governor Rick Snyder
has appointed Hon.
John Hohman, Jr.
(ret.) to Chair the 
Governor’s Task
Force on Child Abuse
and Neglect.  Judge
Hohman served as a
Probate Judge in

Monroe County for 17 years and was most re-
cently the State Court Administrator for the
State of Michigan.  He owns Hohman ADR, a me-
diation and arbitration practice located at 350 S.
Main St. in Ann Arbor.  The Governor’s Task
Force on Child Abuse and Neglect is primarily
charged with the review and evaluation of judi-
cial handling of cases of child abuse and neglect,
and to make statutory, policy and training rec-
ommendations to improve the administration of
justice in cases involving the protection of 
children.

Lawrence R. Jordan,
managing    partner
of the Ann Arbor
office of Jaffe Raitt
Heuer & Weiss, P.C.,
has been elected to
the council of the
Arts, Communica-

tion,   Entertainment & Sports Section of the
State Bar of Michigan.  The Section  provides ed-
ucation, information and analysis about issues of
concern in the arts and entertainment industry
through meetings, seminars, public service pro-
grams and newsletters.   Jordan focuses his prac-
tice on  intellectual property, information
technology, Internet, domain names, technology
transfers, biotech,  publishing and entertainment
law.  Jordan is a frequent author and speaker at
industry forums. Jordan earned his bachelor’s
degree with distinction from the University of
Michigan and his law degree from Wayne State
University Law School.

Kline Legal Group is
excited to   announce
that Jennifer
Lawrence has joined
the firm.  Jennifer will
continue to practice
family law, estate
planning and general
litigation in district

and circuit courts.  Jennifer serves on the WCBA

Board of Directors and is Past President of the
Women Lawyers Association of  Michigan,
Washtenaw Chapter.

On Tuesday, January
5,  Governor Rick
Snyder announced
the appointment of
Karen Quinlan Valvo
to the 15th District
Court.  Valvo cur-
rently serves as a
partner in the law

firm of Fink & Valvo, with a primary practice of
family law, mediation and arbitration,
landlord/tenant issues, real estate transactions,
along with probate and general civil litigation.
She has also   handled criminal matters as an
appointed defense attorney. She fills the vacancy
created by the resignation of Judge Christopher
Easthope.  Valvo must seek election in Novem-
ber 2016 to be retained for the remainder of the
term. 

In
Memoriam

Hon. S.J. (Sandy) Elden, beloved
local judge and WCBA Life 
Member, passed away on 

Tuesday, December 1, 2015. 
He was 91 years old.

William “Bill” F. Richardson, Life
Member and Past President

(1966-1967) of the WCBA and
father of Tom Richardson, passed

away on Friday, December 11,
2015 in Fort Myers, Florida.

Henry C. Ritchie, 77, passed
away at his home in Tucson, 

Arizona, with his wife by his side
on Tuesday, September 29, 2015.

Hon. John Kirkendall’s wife, 
Carolyn Kirkendall, passed away
on Sunday, November 29, 2015.

She was 77 years old. 

Our deepest 
sympathies 
are with their
families.

SECTION NEWS

Kym London (co-chair of the Solo and

Small Firm Practice Section) greets Leslie

Butler.  Leslie gave a presentation titled 

“QuickBooks for Lawyers.”

Patrick Mc Veigh (co-chair of the Real

Estate and Environmental Law Section)

and Scott Broshar address the Real Es-

tate Section on Title Insurance Updates.

Referee Gail Altenburg and Margo Ed-

wards address the Criminal Law Section

on Abuse and Neglect cases.



9Res Ipsa Loquitur

JANUARY
January 12 - Tuesday

Estate Planning, Probate &
Trust Law Section Meeting
Noon, Ann Arbor City Club,
1830 Washtenaw Ave.
Topic:  Settling Estates &
Appraisals
Speaker:  Joe Merkel, 
Appraiser

January 13 – Wednesday 
ADR Section Meeting
11:30 – 1:00, LRC, 4135
Washtenaw Ave.
Topic:  International 
Mediation
Speaker:  Rev. Dan Buttry

January 19 – Tuesday 
Real Estate Law Section
Meeting
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA
Topic: Foot, Horseback and
Automobile: 
Public Road & Street Law
from Statehood to 
Present.
Speaker: Chuck Hoffman,
Municipal and Road Attor-
ney in Northern Michigan
for many years.

January 21 – Thursday 
Board Meeting – 200 N.
Main, Lower Level
Noon

FEBRUARY
February 3 – Wednesday

ADR Section Meeting
11:30 – 1:00, LRC, 4135
Washtenaw Ave.
Topic:  Know Your 
Co-Mediator by the Color
of His/Her Personality

February 3 – Wednesday
Solo, Bankruptcy & 
Intellectual Property 
Section Meeting
Networking Happy Hour
5:30-7:00 p.m., Bar Louie,
401 E. Liberty, AA

February 4 – Thursday
EC Meeting – 
WCBA Office
Noon

February 4 – Thursday
LGBTQ Rights Section Meet-
ing
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA
Topic: LGBTQ 
Practitioners Roundtable

February 5 – Friday
Family Law Section 
Meeting
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA

February 9 – Tuesday
Estate Planning, Probate &
Trust Law Section Meeting
Noon, Ann Arbor City Club,
1830 Washtenaw Ave.
Topic:  Probate 
Mediation
Speaker:  Retired Judge
John Hohman, Jr.

February 10 – Wednesday
Trial Practice Section Meet-
ing
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA

February 11 - Thursday
Business, Immigration &
Tax Law Section Meeting
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA
Topic: Immigration 
Related Tax Issues

February 16 – Tuesday 
Real Estate Law Section
Meeting
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA

February 18 – Thursday 
Board Meeting
Noon, 200 N. Main, Lower
Level, AA

February 26 – Friday
Labor & Employment & In-
tellectual Property Section
Meeting
Noon, Location TBD
Topic: When Can 
Anonymous Internet
Posters be Identified and
Held Liable?
Panelists: Susan 
Kornfield, Dan Korobkin
and Nick Roumel

HOLIDAYS
January 18 – Monday

All Courts Closed

February 15 – Monday
All Courts Closed

CALENDAR For the most up-to-date calendar, 
visit our website at www.washbar.org

If you are interested in presenting at any section 
meeting, please feel free to contact the chairs.  

Thank you!

NEW MEMBERS
HOWARD H. BRAUCKMULLER
P69745
Law Offices of Dyki, 
Williams & Baranski
340 E. Big Beaver Road, 
Suite 250
Troy, MI 48083
phone: 248-764-1222
e-mail: 
hbrauck1@progressive.com

JUSTIN M. SCHMIDT
P78125
Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, P.C.
27777 Franklin Rd., Suite 2500
Southfield, MI 48034
phone: 248-351-3000
e-mail: jschmidt@jaffelaw.com

NEW ASSOCIATE 
MEMBER
SARAH DOBSON CAMPBELL
e-mail: scampbell@boaa.com

CHANGES
LISA HAGAN
P64721
Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP
2723 S. State St., Suite 150
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
phone: 734-794-4835
e-mail: lhagan@hawkins.com

GEORGE W. KELSEY
P15855
Kelsey Law Group, PC
801 Willow Run Airport,
Room 274
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
phone: 734-973-1222
e-mail: gkelsey@kelseylaw.com

JENNIFER L. LAWRENCE
P72723
Kline Legal Group, PLC
483 Little Lake Dr., Suite 200
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
phone: 734-302-7274
e-mail: 
jlawrence@klinelegalgroup.com

BRUCE M. STONE
P55709
Wells Fargo Private Bank
34100 Woodward Ave., 
Suite 300
Birmingham, MI 48009
phone: 248-723-3173
email:
bruce.m.stone@wellsfargo.com

LAW FIRM
CHANGES 

Honigman Miller Schwartz &
Cohn is pleased to announce its
new location:
315 E. Eisenhower Pkwy., Suite
100
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
phone: 734-418-4200

Pear Sperling Eggan &
Daniels, P.C. 
The firm’s office at 1349 S.
Huron Street in Ypsilanti has
closed and the firm has 
consolidated into its two other
locations:  
Domino’s Farms
24 Frank Lloyd Wright Drive
Lobby D, Suite D-2000
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Phone: (734) 665-4441
Fax: (734) 665-8788
-and-
2164 Bellevue Street
Ypsilanti, MI  48197
Phone:  (734) 483-7177
Fax: (734) 483-1322

Suzanne R. Fanning, PLLC 
is pleased to announce her new
larger office location:
5340 Plymouth Rd., Suite 108
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
phone: 734-669-3838
email: suzyfanning@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERS AND CHANGES
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Did you know the 
Washtenaw County Bar 

Association offers a Lawyer
Referral Service?

The LRIS is open to all attorneys who are
members in good standing with the State Bar
of Michigan, who agree to abide by the LRIS

guidelines, and who pay the required fee.
The annual registration fee is $75 for WCBA
members and $150 for non-members.  This
service runs January 1st through December

31st.

If you are interested in joining, click below for
the registration form.  Be sure to read it 

carefully, sign the back and include a copy
of your professional liability insurance 

declaration page.

Along with the LRIS, we also offer a Modest
Means Program for Family Law.  This

program was created to fill the gap between
those that do not qualify for Legal Services

and yet cannot afford to pay an attorney’s full
fee.  Once you join the LRIS, you may join
this panel as well with no additional fee.  If

you are new to family law, we offer mentors.

LRIS Registration

Modest Means Registration 

“I’ve been a participant in LRIS for several years. My
practice is limited to Real Estate, Business and Estate

Planning matters. During the time that I’ve been a partici-
pant, one or two of the clients referred to me have had mat-

ters that generated fees (less than $2,500 in total), but I
have had the satisfaction of being able to assist a number
of people with either short answers or guidance on where
to go to get help. In my view, LRIS participation is a way
to give back to the local community in a small way to help
people get direction on how to solve their legal problems or
at least to determine that their problems are not suscepti-
ble to an economically viable solution from an attorney.”

Brook Smith 
BROOK McCRAY SMITH, P.C.

To serve on the LRIS panel,
proof of professional liability
insurance and annual dues

are required.  For more 
information, please call

Candy Newton at
(734) 996-3229 or email 

newtonc@ewashtenaw.org

     Gioconda Andrade
        Angela Bajramaj
           David Cahill

Guy Conti
        Douglas Coskey

William Crawforth
Michael Dagher-Margosian

Lynn D'Orio
Daniel DuChene
Andrew Eggan
Gregory Elliott

        Melissa Epstein
Peter Falkenstein

           Paul Fessler
Daniel Finley

Stephen Galgan
       Brandon Gardner
         Jacalen Garris
         Michael Garris
          Steven Garris
         Daniel Geherin

Jason Goldman
      Elizabeth Graziano
         Rodrick Green
      Ronald Griffith, Jr.

Beverly Griffor
            Jeffery Hall
        Benjamin Henry

Fionnuala Holowicki
Philip Jacques

       Lawrence Jordan
Elizabeth Kitchen-Troop

John Kline
Charles Ladd
William Lamb
Minsun Lee

Veronique Liem
Kymberlie London
Joan Lowenstein

Angie Martell

Brian Montoye
Sean Nichols

Tom Oldakowski
Richard Pierce

Jessica Pospiech
Keith Preston
Steven Reed

Theresa Rose
Nicholas Roumel

Sheila Siegel
Nancy Slezak
Brook Smith

Lawrence Sperling
Bryan Suliman

Jessica Sutherland
Ryan Sweeney

Tammie Tischler
     Stacey Washington

Saundra White
Volha Yermalenka

And Thank you to those 
attorneys that continue to

support our Modest Means
Program either as panelists
or mentors.  You make this

program work!

Karl Barr
Susan Brown
Lynn D’Orio

Daniel DuChene
Daniel Finley

Elizabeth Graziano
Ronald Griffith, Jr.

Beverly Griffor
Jeffery Hall

Elizabeth Kitchen-Troop
John Kline

Veronique Liem
Kymberlie London

Angie Martell
Thomas Moors
Shalini Nangia

Jessica Pospiech
Keith Preston
Steven Reed
Sheila Siegel

Saundra White

Thank you
to our 2015 Lawyer Referral & Information 

Service attorneys!

The WCBA wishes to gratefully acknowledge our 2015
Lawyer Referral and Information Service (LRIS) 
attorneys.  Thanks to you, over 300 people were 

helped through the LRIS in 2015!  

The LRIS was created in 1982 and has served thousands 
of citizens by making referrals to local attorneys and by 

providing information to citizens about alternative sources
of assistance.  Please consider joining with us for 2016.

ab

ab

http://www.washbar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2015/12/Registration-Form-Lawyer-Referral-2016.pdf
http://www.washbar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/174/2015/12/Panelist-and-Mentor-Registration-MMP-2016.pdf


CLASSIFIEDS
EXCELLENT ANN ARBOR LOCATION – ONE OR
TWO FURNISHED (OPTIONAL) PROFESSIONAL
OFFICES AVAILABLE IN BEAUTIFUL BUILDING
WITH ESTABLISHED ATTORNEYS. Excellent lo-
cation with easy access to US-23 and I-94.  Free
on-site parking.  Shared amenities available includ-
ing reception, two conference rooms, kitchen, fax,
copier, internet, networked printer/scanner, and
phone system.  May share owners’ assistant or work
stations available for own staff.  734-677-3280.

ANN ARBOR OFFICE IN HISTORIC DOWN-
TOWN BUILDING- Large private office in reno-
vated building, shared professional amenities
include reception, 2 conference rooms, kitchen, fax,
copier, and in-house court reporter.  Excellent loca-
tion between county courthouse and city hall.
Workstation for paralegal/assistant also available.
734-994-1400.   
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In 2008, the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules
began the process to update the official bankruptcy
forms.  On December 1, 2015 these updated forms are
now required for all filings in bankruptcy cases.  The
new rules make filing simpler in light of the electronic
filing requirements for bankruptcy cases.  The purpose
of these forms was to make them simpler and easier to
use.  Additionally, the new forms acknowledge that not
all debtors are the same.

The new official forms became simpler by combining
certain forms.  Old Schedules A (real property) and B
(personal property) have been combined.  Schedules E (priority un-
secured) and F (unsecured) have been combined.  The income and
expense schedule were changed December 1 2013 to address various
income and expense issues that were not present in the past.   Addi-
tionally, those changes acknowledged that many debtors have second
mortgages and that the types of reasonably necessary expenses has
expanded.

The new forms are intended to be easier to use.  Probably the biggest
example of this result is the fact that the property schedule now pro-
vides examples of the different categories of property.  For example,
the schedule itself now describes what types of property are contin-
gent and unliquidated claims.  These types of changes will make it
easier for pro se debtors to accurately and completely fill out these
forms.

Some forms are filed based upon the type of debtor.  Prior to these
changes, all debtors completed the same forms.  General Motors and
Sally Debtor were required to file the exact same forms despite the
fact that these two debtors have completely different situations.
With the new forms, consumer debtors file one set of forms and busi-
ness debtors file another set of forms.1 These changes reduce the
amount of inapplicable information provided in filing of bankruptcy
case.

For most practitioners, the effect of these changes will likely be un-
noticed.  Bankruptcy software will still accept the input of the
debtors’ information and place that information on the required
form.  For the pro se debtor, these changes should make the filing of
a bankruptcy case simpler.  However, these debtors should be wary
of filing without an attorney.  
Since the collapse of the economy in 2008, more people are unable
to afford an attorney to represent them in a bankruptcy case.  A new
form was created in 2013 to permit application to waive the filing
fee or pay it over installments.  Some debtors have sought the assis-
tance of bankruptcy petition preparers who are permitted to assist
individuals in filling out the bankruptcy paperwork.2 The United
States Bankruptcy Clerks’ Office for the Eastern District Michigan has
a clerk who assist debtors with the paperwork.3 The Court and the
Detroit Consumer Bankruptcy Association has addressed the issue of
debtors without funds for a lawyer.  Led by Judge Marci McIvor, the
Access to Bankruptcy Court4 program was created to provide attor-
neys for the most needy debtors.

Only in the simplest case should a debtor attempt a bankruptcy on
their own. The bankruptcy attorney performs a much more compli-
cated and important service than filling out paperwork.  Legal analy-

sis of the debtor’s financial situation and the knowledge
of the applicability of exemptions under the federal and
state exemption scheme can be the difference between
a debtor keeping and losing property in a specific case.

The changes made to the bankruptcy forms were made
after a long review of the needs of the parties involved
in bankruptcy cases.  It remains to be seen what the net
effect, if any these new forms will have on the practice
of bankruptcy.  For those Chapter 13 practitioners who
fear change, be concerned.  The process to create a na-
tional model Chapter 13 Plan is underway.

1 Some forms are filed by all debtors.
2 Several bankruptcy petition preparers have overstepped their
permitted role and effectively practice law without a license.  Many of
these people have been pursued by the United States Trustee’s Office.
3 Quite obviously, the Clerks are not permitted to provide legal advice.
4 http://www.accesstobankruptcycourt.com/

Jeffrey Bennett primarily represents debtors in Chapter 7, 11,
and 13 cases.  He also practices in the areas of family law,
criminal defense, and civil litigation.  His offices are located in
Ann Arbor and he can be reached at jeff@jeffbennettlaw.com. 

Jeffrey G. Bennett

FORMS AND SUBSTANCE

ab
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